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The GFNC respects, studies and
explores the land, skies,
waterways, plants and wildlife of
our region, Wadawurrung Country.
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The magazine provides a channel
for Club members and others to
share and communicate their
knowledge and research on natural
history.

SUBMISSIONS

Submissions of a scientific nature
or as informal contributions are
welcome and will be due on 29
November for the December issue.

Email to naturalist@gfnc.org.au

Guidelines for contributors can be
downloaded from
www.gfnc.org.au/about-us/

publications
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A trio of wildflowers seen on the club
excursion to the old Boardman
property, Anakie on 16/08/26 (see full
report pp. 9-10).

Left: White Marianth and

Right: Blue Fingers orchid, photos by
Lorraine Phelan

Centre: Common Hovea, photo by
David Boyle
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Jerringot floating roost
platform

We completed stage three of the
Jerringot Wetlands Birdwatching
Project in early June, with a new
floating platform installed about
25 metres out into the pond from
the hide. Following the bird hide
extension and surrounding
revegetation, this latest addition
gives water birds a place to roost
and makes it easier to spot them
from the hide.

The floating frame was built off
site using PVC piping, then
assembled on site with a recycled
plastic DuraGrate platform and
mooring fittings attached. We
then positioned and anchored the
raft so it stays aligned while still

moving naturally to accommodate

changes in wind and water levels.

The project was an initiative of,
and fully funded by, the club. The
Environment Department of the

City of Greater Geelong (CoGG)
supported and approved the
structure within their reserve.

Thanks to members Rod Lowther
and Brad Ferrier for making it
happen.

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Acoustic Monitoring Project

The club Committee recently
signed off on a project to
purchase and deploy a network of
acoustic monitors to gain
information on how Yellow-tailed
Black-Cockatoos move around
the Bellarine Peninsula. It will be a
12-month trial. The monitors can
then be used for other studies.

A small group, lead by Margaret
Alcorn, is working on the details.

Geelong Plan for Nature

CoGG councillors endorsed the
Plan for Nature in late July. You
canread it here. The club has
been actively involved with the

FROM THE PRESIDENT

City on the development and
review of the plan over several
years. It provides a guide to
ensure that natural habitat and
areas of important biodiversity are
identified, protected, connected,
and restored over the coming
decade.

One key initiative of the planis the
development of BioLinks to
connect habitat. The club is
involved in turning that plan into
reality, working with Council and
groups including Bellarine
Landcare and the Bellarine
Catchment Network (see more in
the Conservation Subcommittee

Report pp. 3-4).
Nature Stewards Scholarship

The club is again offering several
scholarships to cover the cost of
participating in the Geelong
Nature Stewards course that
starts in early October.

Graham Possingham
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The floating roost platform in use, Jerringot Wetlands, 25/08/26

Photo: Barry Lingham
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Seaview Reserve planting

4 June and 26 July 2026

Rod Lowther

Summary

A series of community planting
days at Seaview Reserve,
Belmont, has helped strengthen
one of Victoria’s rare limestone
grassland sites, with more than
1,000 native tube stock planted
during June and July 2026.

The reserve and the grant

The Geelong Field Naturalists Club
was instrumental in leading
conservation efforts to establish
Seaview Reserve in the 1990s. The
limestone grassland is small but
ecologically significant,
representing one of only five
known sites of its kind in Victoria.
Its geology dates to a time when
the Barwon Valley was a coastal
environment. The reserve’s grassy
landscape is dominated by
Kangaroo Grass, Wallaby Grasses
and Spear Grasses, with seasonal
bursts of wildflowers.

The reserve is managed by the City
of Greater Geelong (CoGGQG)
Environment Team, which has
focused on weed management
over the past four to five years.

Wet and windy conditions marked the
first community planting day, June 4

The team is now working to
improve plant biodiversity and
overall environmental health
through a series of new plantings.

To support the project, CoGG
applied for a Landcare/BUPA grant
in 2025, with the club providing a
letter of support. The application
was successful, providing funding
for the proposed planting work.

Community planting days

The grant covered two community
planting sessions.

The first session was held on
Thursday 4 June. A couple of
school groups were able to attend
the morning planting, but the
weather deteriorated in the
afternoon. The public and local
community session scheduled for
later in the day was cancelled;
however, a few club members still
managed to get some plants into
the ground despite the very wet
and windy conditions.

The second planting day coincided
with National Tree Day on Sunday
26 July. The weather was much

more favourable. Turnout was very
positive, with more than 40 adults
and many children attending. After
a short talk about the site and
safety requirements by Kate
Constance from CoGG and with
me representing the club,
attendees received a training
session and planting
demonstration from CoGG
Environment Team member Jaim
Luxford.

More than 1,000 tube stock were
planted, consisting mainly of
native grasses, along with a
smaller number of herbaceous
species. The full list of plants
added to the reserve this year is
shown in the table (next page).

During the planting day, club
member Janet Miller supported
the GFNC information table by
speaking with attendees about the
club’s activities and by handing
out information packs.

CoGG has also applied for a new
grant to continue the restoration

and community planting program
in 2027.

Planting continued despite poor
weather, June 4

Sign-up and safety briefing on the
second planting day, July 26
Photos: Rod Lowther
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The project reflects the value of collaboration between CoGG, GFNC members, local schools and the wider
community in caring for this important grassland reserve.

Reference
Seaview Park, City of Greater Geelong website, accessed 2/8/2026.

Plant species added to Seaview Reserve in 2026

Grasses Herbaceous plants

Austrostipa sp. Speargrass Convolvulus angustissimus Australian Pink
Bindweed

Austrostipa scabra Rough Dianella brevicaulis Coastal Flax-Lily

Speargrass

Dichelachne crinita Long-hair Kennedia prostrata Running Postman

Plume-grass

Rytidosperma caespitosum Linum marginale Native Flax

Common Wallaby-grass

Rytidosperma setaceum Bristly Minuria leptophylla Minnie Daisy

Wallaby-grass
Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass Podolepis jaceoides Showy Podolepis

Scaevola albida Small-fruit Fan-flower

Senecio macrocarpus Large-headed Groundsel

Vittadinia gracilis Woolly New Holland Daisy
Wahlenbergia luteola Yellow-Wash Bluebell

Conservation Subcommittee

Report
Barry Lingham
At its 27 July meeting, the GFNC on the DEECA Advisory
Conservation Subcommittee Committee, reported that slow
discussed several current progress is being made towards
conservation and planning issues the release of the Masterplan to
affecting the Geelong region and guide conservation and
heard reports from GFNC enhancement of the Moolap
representatives on external Wetlands.
advisory groups and committees. B. City of Greater Geelong
1. Issues discussed (CoGG) Plan for Nature and GEELONG
Bellarine Biolinks PLAN FOR
A IV!OOIaD Wetlands GFNC responded to the draft oAbl S
Environmental Management ) . -
Masterolan CoG.G Plan for Nature in Apljll, and
the final plan was adopted in
GFNC representatives Craig early August. -

Morley and John Newman, who sit
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A group including the Bellarine
Catchment Network, Bellarine
Landcare, CoGG, Corangamite
CMA and local environment
groups is exploring Bellarine
biolink options under the Plan for
Nature. Several GFNC members
have volunteered to help
investigate these options.

Consistent with the Plan for
Nature, Barry Lingham is working
with BCN, Bellarine Landcare,
Swan Bay Environment
Association and private
landowners on tile surveys for
Glossy Grass Skinks around
Swan Bay. GFNC members will
have opportunities to assist with
the surveys.

C. Geelong Growth Areas
Strategic Assessment 'EPBC
Plan'

This map shows the area
covered by the plan.

GFNC continues to monitor the
planning process for
development of the large new
urban growth areas near
Geelong. The planning should
include processes to stop,
mitigate or off-set threats to any
EPBC Act listed species or
habitats within the development
zone.

Recently announced plans for a
new large data centre lie within
the Lovely Banks urban zone.
This would preclude urban
development on some 160 ha.

D. Response to Vopak planned
Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit, (FRSU) in
Port Phillip Bay

This project would involve a ship
with an FRSU moored in Port
Phillip Bay, a gas pipeline and
power supply lines. Potential
impacts upon Port Phillip Bay,
the Western Treatment Plant and
grasslands along Peak School
Road were noted in the GFNC
written response for public
comment.

2. Reports to the
Subcommittee

A. Barwon Water
Environmental Advisory
Committee items

— Deborah Evans

Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut
initiative (old Aqueduct area) is
progressing and the old
aqueductis due for demolition
soon.

The 50-year plan for supplying
water to the region is being
developed and public inputis
sought.

B. Upper Barwon Surface
Water Advisory Group - Brett
Smith

The seasonal water release
program from West Barwon Dam
for 2026-2027 has been
published. Environmental flows
dissipate before they reach the
Winchelsea area.

C. Lower Barwon Wetlands
Community Advisory
Committee - Craig Morley

The Subcommittee discussed
the ecological value of Tangled
Lignum in wetlands, along with
concerns about the spread of
Cumbungi in saline wetlands
that receive inflows of fresh
water.

D. Avalon Corridor Strategy
(Greater Avalon Employment
Precinct)

A Planning Hearing is due to take
place to considerissues arising
from the expanded industrial
zone around the airport precinct.

E. Protection of significant
trees on private land - Chrissy
Freestone

Recent changes to state laws
will require permits for removal
of significant trees from private
property in many urban zones.
CoGG is notimplementing local
controls but will follow state
guidelines. There are no changes
to laws applying to rural land.

F. Fish ladders near Baums
Weir/Buckley Falls plus
upgrading the mill race to
Fyansford Mill

— Graham Possingham

Ramifications of proposals at
potential sites were discussed.

G. Otways Resilient Forests
Network

This is a Conservation Ecology
Centre initiative. The club has
joined this organisation which is
a useful resource for Otway
ecology and projects.

H. Save the Karaaf wetlands
campaigner, Andy McCauley
has invited many local
environmental groups to join a

campaign known as Amplifying
Voices.
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Stinkhorns
Wendy Cook

On a sunny May morning, | looked out a window, and saw what appeared to be a brilliant red starfish in
my garden. It was positioned on top of the mulch beside a shrubby rosebush, which in warmer months
is laden with clusters of small pink roses. The starfish’s six bright arms were raised, and grew from a
white hollow stem. Outside, | could see that the tips of the arms were starting to shrivel in the warm
sunshine. A few spots of dark slime had dried on to them. As | looked closer, | detected the rotten
smell of the slime, which was attracting various types of small flies. One waved a transparent wing
displaying black stripes, perhaps trying to impress a possible mate. Beside the base of the stem,
popping out of the mulch was something that looked like a grubby egg. | saw a few more of these eggs
scattered among the mulch.

| knew the eggs were a sign of more starfish to come, and that the starfish was neither an animal nor a
plant, but a fungus. It was a Seastar Stinkhorn Clathrus archeri, belonging to a group of fungi known as
stinkhorns. Each egg contained an immature fungus. When one is ready to hatch, the stem pushes
upwards and the fungus breaks through the smooth rubbery membrane, which looks like the shell of
an egg. Aragged cup-shaped remnant of the egg remains around the base of the starfish’s stalk. The
newly emerged fungus spreads its red arms, which have a coating of olive-green smelly slime. In this
slime are spores, which fulfil the same purpose as a plant’s seeds, but are too small to be seen. The
smellis irresistible to flies, and as they walk across the fungus, the slime and its spores stick to their
feet. When they leave, they carry spores with them, to be left on the next surface where they land.

Seastar Stinkhorn hatching; one of several seen in the The newly emerged fungus spreads its red arms, coated
garden. The stem pushes upwards breaking through the with olive-green smelly slime, 14/06/26.
membrane, 14/06/26.

The Seastar Stinkhorn is not the only fungus of this group that | have found locally. While walking along a
farm track last September, after a few rainy days, | saw patches of similar eggs among short grass. These
eggs looked dirtier than those in my garden. A few of them had hatched, but the fungi that emerged
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looked nothing like starfish. Their arms were narrow and white, and linked to each other forming shapes
with five or six sides. Each fungus | found had been broken, but when they were complete, each formed
a sphere with a diameter of 10 to 15 centimetres, although they can be larger. They are known as
Smooth Cage or Lattice fungus /leodictyon gracile, and can pop out of the eggs surprisingly quickly. |
saw no smelly slime attracting flies, which perhaps had been washed off by recent rain. Instead, little
black insects with stubby antennae were gathered in groups or pairs, or were solitary, and were roaming
the arms of the fungi and eating small holes in them. Gradually, the insects, sunshine and wind,
diminished and dried the fungi, until a few days later, no sign of them remained.

The spectacular parts of stinkhorns, the parts that we can see, are short-lived, but the threads of fungus
from which they grow continue to fulfil their purpose. They break down leaf litter and woody debris,
including mulch, turning it into soil. They occur naturally in native forests and grasslands, but are often
spread in mulch, surprising gardeners when they appear unexpectedly, as they did in my garden. All
stinkhorns grow out of something that looks like an egg. They come in a range of unusual shapes, and all
have smelly slime to entice insects to spread their spores. They do no harm and can even benefit the
local wildlife. Later on that May day, | was again looking out the window. The starfish continued to
attract flies, but that was not all. Hopping around in the mulch was a small brown bird with a long
upright tail, a Superb Fairywren. As | watched, it landed beside the starfish, and with its short pointed
beak, picked an insect off the fungus and swallowed it.

Fully emerged mature fungus, 15/06/26. Fungus decaying after a couple of days, 16/06/26.

References

Clathrus archeri (Seastar Stinkhorn), NatureMapr Australia, accessed May 2026.
Grey, P and Grey, E (2005) Fungi Down Under, Fungimap Inc., Melbourne.

Kuo, M (2022) Stinkhorns, MushroomExpert.Com, accessed May 2026.

Published in Meredith and District News, June 2026.
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Bird Group excursion report

Eastern Park and Geelong Botanic Gardens

25 June 2026
Matt Fraser

A large group including some
new members and a couple of
visitors were treated to an
excursion starting in the
Botanic Gardens and later
encompassing a large part of
the surrounding park. Craig
Morley, excursion leader, drew
on his decades of experience in
the area to give a thorough
commentary on the history and
birdlife of the locality. It was a
fine winter day with the
preparation fora
comprehensive light show in
the gardens taking place.
Several members commented
on the merits of holding such
an event on the entirety of the
site.

Many areas were visited
including the area around the
golf course and convention
centre. Some of the iconic
species of this urban parkland
were seen including Eastern
Spinebills, Pink Robins and
Nankeen Night Herons. The
latter being spotted in the
Stone Pines Pinus pinea which
have been their roost of choice
for many decades. As we
walked along there was also
much discussion about the
vegetation of the area, past and
present.

Toward the end of the walk we
visited the stormwater
harvesting lake where some
participants noted the absence
of Australasian Grebe, usually
aregular species at the site.
There was a lack of waterbirds
at the site on the day and may
have been a result of the very
high water levels after recent
heavy rain.

Many of the expected species
were seen and heard including
Red Wattlebird, Galah,
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo,
Eastern Rosella, Grey
Butcherbird, Australian
Magpie, Magpie-lark, Pied
Currawong and Little Raven.
Though we did not see the
famous Eastern Park
Australian Hobbies.

The walk concluded with a chat
over lunch adjacent to the
Botanic Garden. Many topics
were discussed including the
numerous and enthusiastic
local mosquito population, bird
flu and the year ahead for Bird
Group presentations.

The day was a comprehensive
tour of the area and many left
with a greater knowledge of the
birds and plants that live in the
locality. During the walk Craig

gave some details of the
changes he has documented
over the years such as the
arrival of Eastern Rosellas,
Noisy Miners and Pied
Currawongs, the development
and decline of the wetland at
the conference centre and the
development of the stormwater
lake, completed in 2012, to
name just a few.

Thanks to Craig for his years of
regular observation and
recording and for leading on
the day.

Here is the link to the
excursion bird list in eBird

compiled during our walk by
Craig, Troy, Karyn and others.

More details of the history of
the birdlife and the changes
can be found here:

mbarnes (27 January 2017)
‘Craig Morley 37 years of
counting—building a
long-term picture’,

Australia News, eBird,
accessed 03/07/2026.

Morley, C (1983) ‘Birds of
Eastern Park, Geelong’,
Geelong Naturalist 19(4):
87-114.
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Bird Group excursion report

You Yangs Regional Park

23 July 2026

Pete Sullivan

Top left: Red-capped Robin (male); Top right: Red-capped Robin

(female) Photos: Karyn Brown

Bottom left: Red-browed Finch; Middle: Eastern Yellow Robin; Bottom right: Laughing Kookaburra Photos: Pete Sullivan

We met for this excursion in the
carpark at the end of Toynes Road
on the eastern side of the You
Yangs Regional Park. It was my
first time to this location, so | was
looking forward to visiting and
exploring a new birding spot.

As we gathered in the carpark
several birds were observed in the
farm paddocks adjoining the park.
These included Whistling Kite,
Brown Falcon, Fan-tailed
Cuckoo, Galah, Sulphur-crested
Cockatoo, Eastern Rosella,
White-plumed Honeyeater,
Australian Magpie and Welcome
Swallow. We also observed quite
a few kangaroos in the farm
paddocks.

Troy and Karyn were our excursion
leaders, and after their
introduction we commenced
walking the Branding Yard Trail in
a clockwise direction. During
Troy’s introduction, he mentioned
that he and Karen had recently
seen a Red-capped Robin in the
area, so we were hopeful that it
was still around.

A short distance into the trail a
Mistletoebird was observed
feeding in a mistletoe plant just
above the walking trail, giving
everyone some clear views of this
fast and sometimes elusive bird.
There was lots of mistletoe
growing on the eucalypts and
acacia along the entire trail.

Spotted Pardalotes were
numerous and were heard calling
along most of the trail. Weebills
were also seen and heard.
Buff-rumped Thornbills, Brown
Thornbills and Yellow Thornbills
were observed, and two Yellow
Rumped Thornbills were seen
from the carpark at the end of the
excursion trail. A Wedge-tailed
Eagle was seen overhead on two
occasions—we thought it was
probably the same bird. The
photographers in the group took
the opportunity to get some great
close-up photos of two Eastern
Yellow Robins that were not
bothered by our presence.

It took us three and a half hours to
walk the almost four km trail. The
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landscape along the trail passed
through remnant eucalypt
woodland, some open rocky
country and what looked like an
old eucalyptus plantation. By the
time we returned to the carpark a
total of 41 bird species had been
recorded.

Branding Yard Trail eBird
checklist

After completing the Branding
Yard Trail, those staying for lunch
drove the short distance to the
Lower Picnic Area inside the You
Yangs Regional Park. Most of the
group left for home soon after
lunch but a few stayed on for a
short walk around the picnic area.
Those that stayed were well
rewarded with another 17 bird

species recorded, the highlight
being two Red-capped Robins.
Unfortunately, | was one of the
people that had left for home after
lunch.

Lower Picnic Area eBird

checklist

A big thank you to Troy and Karyn
for planning and leading this most
enjoyable excursion.

Excursion report

Old Boardman property, Anakie

16 August 2026

Barry Lingham

Introduction

The site of our botanically focused
excursion was private property of
approximately 590 ha currently
managed for conservation. The
property was previously owned by
the Boardman family for about 80
years.

Although sheep were grazed on
the property, the original natural
timbered areas remain intact. The
northern zone is a plateau
dissected by two large valleys, fed
by many smaller gullies. The
upper zones contain woodland
and heathland while the valleys
are more heavily timbered.

This excursion follows several
other GFNC activities at the
property. The Fauna Group
conducted a wildlife camera
survey in December 2025,
followed by a trapping, wildlife
camera, spotlighting and moth
survey bioblitz in May 2026. A visit
was also made as part of SEANA

(South East Australian Naturalists
Association) activities in March
2026.

Heathland zone

The excursion commenced from

the De Motts Road entrance with
30 members participating. After a
welcome and short history of the
site we began exploring the zone

uphill from the gateway.

Local plants that immediately
caught our interest included
Golden Grevillea Grevillea
chrysophaea, Ploughshare Wattle
Acacia gunnii and Rough Wattle
A. aspera.

Flowering Common Hovea Hovea
heterophylla was widespread,
along with several orchids:
Nodding Greenhood Pterostylis
nutans, Dwarf Greenhood P.
nana, Small Gnat Cyrostylis
reniformis and just a few flowering
stems of Mosquito Orchids
Acianthus pusillus amid many leaf
masses. The brilliant blue flowers

of Blue Fingers orchid Cyanicula
caerulea were very impressive.

Tree species included Messmate
Stringybark Eucalyptus obliqua,
Red Stringybark E. macrorhyncha
and Long-leaved Box (Bundy)

E. goniocalyx.

While many species were noted,
27 different plants were
photographed and later uploaded

to iNaturalist.
Old homestead site

After car-pooling into vehicles
with high clearance, we followed
the road past the historic shearing
shed to the ruins of an old
homestead. This area is
surrounded by Yellow Gum

E. leucoxylon woodland that was
in flower and also host to many
mistletoe plants. A Jacky Winter
perched on the nearby fence.

Dry country plants noted growing
on the rocky slopes included
Saloop Einadia hastata and
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Nodding Saltbush Einadia nutans,
along with Digger’s Speedwell
Veronica perfoliata.

There was excitement at the
discovery of a number of larvae of
the Imperial Jezebel Delias
harpalyce in a large Box Mistletoe
Amyema miquelii. Dozens of
larvae were located in the
communal web of silk they had
spun, conveniently located at
eye-level and allowing us to take
many photos (see p. 20 for an
example).

The plateau

The convoy then moved off up the
main valley, passing large dams
and grassy areas on the valley
floor. The track was tricky but
passable and we ascended the
steep escarpment. A stop near the
top allowed us to set up the GFNC
bat detector and the audio
detector at a site we had
previously checked in May.

Austral grass-trees Xanthorrhoea
australis and a range of heathy
understory plants grew in this
woodland site. We walked to the
edge of the next valley to admire
the view and returned to the
vehicles. After a short drive we
reached the top of the plateau.
The open grassy zones there were
once grazed by sheep but are now
mostly eaten by kangaroos and
some pest species such as rabbit
and Fallow Deer. We retraced our
route back down to the main
valley.

Main valley (Long Valley)

With careful observation, the
impact from previous gold mining
activities and bushfires could be
seen. Some large, very old trees
remained, including Red Ironbark

E. tricarpa, but we imagined that
most would have been cut to feed
fires for steam engines or for use
underground in bracing the shafts
and tunnels of the Steiglitz area.

The richer soils of the valley were
probably partly formed from extra
erosion of the zone during the
mining period. Prolific sapling
growth of Red Box

E. polyanthemos and wattles were
the result of a large bushfire that
burned most of the Brisbane
Ranges in 2006.

Arelaxing walk along the valley to
a pretty dam fringed by riparian
vegetation was our last activity.
The dam had once held Pygmy
Perch, but they had been wiped
out during the bushfire—there are
plans to try and reintroduce them
(Annette Rypalski pers comm).

Five honeyeater species were
observed here including two
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. As we
gathered to confirm the bird list, a
Wedge-tailed Eagle soared
overhead. Afitting end to a very
pleasant morning.

Link to eBird list: 30 species
recorded

Link to iNaturalist plant records:
33 species recorded

Thanks

Many thanks to Annette Rypalski,
property manager, for extended
permission and welcome to GFNC
members to survey and explore
the property. Many members have
already had the pleasure of
previous visits to the property, and
we hope the club can continue to
act as a partnerin finding and
recording the species and
ecological connections within this
fabulous area.

Dillwynia ramosissima Photo: David Boyle
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Excursion report
Wye River: a decade after the fires

21 June 2026

Brad Ferrier

Wye River at 8.00 a.m. on a pleasant Sunday morning was relatively quiet—a few beachcombers, dog walkers
and campers were slowly starting their day.

Signs/scars from recent catastrophic flooding events that occurred in mid-February 2026 were very evident.
The hills to the west had received a very large amount of rainfall over a short time period resulting in raging
floodwater directed towards the sea. The water exited over and through the bridge that spans the Great
Ocean Road. Damage to personal and public property was severe.

Just over a decade ago in December 2015, wildfires ravaged many parts of the town. Today evidence such as
charred tree trunks and burnt-out stumps remains of this event, but regrowth has mostly done its duty. There
are other forms of change if you look closely enough, especially in the visual aesthetic of the newly built or
modified houses, compliant with a rebranded Fire Code (Building).

Gone were open or overhanging eaves; fire ignition points were very limited by new codes of compliance;
metal, steel, recycled shipping container conversions and so on—buildings had a bit of a ‘same same’ feel.
Some very expensive structures were entirely constructed from concrete, and many homes had used large
rocks and stone as retaining walls. The lack of exposed timber was very evident. Concrete, stone,
compressed cement particle board (20 mm) comprises most new construction.

New or modified Wye River homes following the 2015 fires Photos: Michael Hofmann

For our excursion, we were dealt blue skies and sunshine. In contrast, back in Geelong and Torquay steady
rain fell for the better part of the day. Red-Browed Finches and a solitary Little Wattlebird made an
appearance as we took our first steps.

We briefly discussed Wye River geology (Cretaceous sandstone) because it’s around the Lorne/Wye River
area that both the geology and the topography change. Here hilly landscapes generally meet the sea;
precipitation levels increase due to the height of the hills and commensurate flora and fauna are to be found
in Wet Sclerophyll Forests. This continues to Apollo Bay and beyond to the west of Cape Otway where the
geology changes back from the Cretaceous rift basin sediments to marine sediments of similar age to those in
the Torquay and Bells Beach area.
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We also talked about the birds and plants that we’d most likely encounter on this excursion.

Tall trees dominated the landscape, especially Mountain Grey Gum Eucalyptus cypellocarpa and Blue Gum
E. globulus, with other lesser dominants such as Messmate Stringybark E. obliqua and Manna Gum
E. viminalis.

Our path took us along many of the high ridge-line streets. Several birds flitted in and out of shrubs, including
Eastern Spinebills, Superb Fairywrens and New Holland Honeyeaters. Plant species typical of this type of
landscape were apparent; Hemp Bush Gynatrix pulchella, Native Mulberry Hedycarya angustifolia, and
shrubs such as Hop Bush Goodenia ovata, Snowy Daisy-bush Olearia lirata and Musk Daisy-bush Olearia
argophylla. Acacia species were present in the small to medium height range as well as some very large
Blackwoods A. melanoxylon.

As we walked, we were regularly reminded of the fire from a decade ago, with many trees showing charring,
burnt fragments of wood on the ground and trees that were burnt but not killed.

Following episodic clearing events, opportunities arise for plants to fill niches; natives and exotics such as
Blackberry Rubus fruticosus, Cape Ivy Delairea odorata, Yellow Broom Cytisus sp., French or Montpellier
Broom Genista monspessulana have flourished. Hop Goodenia was a local native that had grown
successfully following the fire.

Many other exotic plants including climbers like Sweet or Pink Jasmine Jasminum polyanthum and
Honeysuckle Lonicera sp. twined high up into larger trees.

Upon reaching some of the highest levels of the roads we slowly made our way over the ridge line that
separates Wye River from Separation Creek. Here there was much evidence of past fire. Some revegetation
attempts appeared to have failed along the creek, with the area now resembling a European landscape.

From there we walked towards the Great Ocean Road, where Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Yellow-tailed
Black-Cockatoos, Crimson Rosellas and Australian King Parrots made themselves known to us.

Our walk then took us on a slight incline and onto the historic Paddy’s Path. This nice slow walk, adjacent to
the road, was shrouded with much overhanging vegetation and a good complement of fungi. The path is
remnant tramway track from the timber mills of the region. It’s daunting to think of how much timber has
historically been removed over the last century. Plants observed included Bootlace Bush Pimelea axiflora,
Narrow-leaf Wattle A. mucronata, Hop Wattle A. stricta, and many more.

Interesting fungi along the path made our day as we walked back to our starting point. A good day was had by
the few GFNC members in attendance. Special thanks to David Boyle for his photographs of fungi and birds,
and for the eBird list of birds seen on the day.

Collybia nuda Blewit Clavulinopsis sp. Brad and David on the trail
Photo: David Boyle Photo: David Boyle Photo: Michael Hofmann
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Fauna observation highlights

June-July 2026

Barry Lingham

Below is a short report of mammals, reptiles and frogs recorded in June and July 2026. Observations were

sourced from the GFNC iNaturalist Fauna Project.

MAMMAL SPECIES

Eastern Grey Kangaroo

LOCATION AND NUMBER OF SIGHTINGS

Salt Swamp (1), Batesford (1)

Swamp Wallaby

Buckley Falls area (1,1), Batesford (1)

Common Ringtail Possum

Barwon Heads (1,1,2,1), Geelong West (1)

Rakali

Rippleside (3)

Brown Rat

Ocean Grove foreshore (1)

REPTILE SPECIES

Eastern Three-lined Skink

LOCATION AND NUMBER OF SIGHTINGS

Edwards Point Reserve (1)

FROG SPECIES

Common Eastern Froglet

LOCATION AND NUMBER OF SIGHTINGS

Jerringot and Eastern Gardens; audio records

Spotted Marsh Frog

Highton (1)

Comments on fauna
observations

As expected, there are few reports
of reptiles during the colder
months and fewer naturalists are
venturing out to explore the
region. The early deadline for this
Geelong Naturalist issue also
reduced the number of overall
observations.

Common Ringtail Possums have
adapted to living in urban zones
but this environment presents
extra challenges. One of the
observations was of a road kill
specimen and another died after
contact with power lines.

The Rakali or Water Rat is quite at
home in localrivers or along the
shorelines of Corio Bay where
three were seen foraging along the
shoreline. They have evolved to
play the same role as otters in the

northern hemisphere, with strong,
webbed hind feet for fast
swimming and the ability to dive
underwater to catch prey. They
are known to use some of the
yachts anchored in the bay as
dining tables to feed on the fish,
crabs or shellfish they catch,
leaving the remains behind for the
owners to clean up.

Some hints to add to your fauna
observations

Using iNaturalist, remember that
a photo is useful as part of the
observation record, but not
essential. You can enter a visual
observation by clicking on the
green Upload button, then
selecting Observation without
media from the Add button in the
top left corner.

Observations without media
cannot be verified to Research

Grade status, but they are still
useful.

Additional information placed in
the Notes section will add to the
value of any observation. For
example:

e Any identification features (e.g.
was the tail longer than the
body in a rat species)

¢ Number of the animals seen

e Habitat type or vegetation the
species was seen in

e Description of what the animal
was doing

e The weather (temperature,
sun, rain etc.)

Try to identify the observation to
the best of your ability. iNaturalist
can give a good guess on the
identity if you are unsure.
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Invertebrate observation highlights

April-June 2026

Rod Lowther

Summary

This article highlights recent
invertebrate observations in the
GFNC region, showing that new
species are still being recorded
and that community
contributions are helping build
knowledge of local biodiversity.
It also explains why threatened
invertebrates matter and profiles
several vulnerable or endangered
species found in the region.

Project growth and participation
The GFNC Invertebrates
Collection continues to grow in

terms of observations and
species found. Unfortunately,
membership of the project has
been relatively static, with three
new members in 2026 and none
in 2025. We would certainly like to
see more recent club members,
and members with iNaturalist
accounts who are not members

of the Collection, join this project
and contribute their observations.
If you are having trouble signing
on, feel free to drop us a line via

info@gfnc.org.au.

During the second quarter of
2026, 1,240 observations were
submitted and 411 species
identified, bringing the total to
39,267 observations and
2,756 species.

Following a slight change in the
project setting, we can see how
many invertebrate observations
have been made by all
iNaturalist users within the same
GFNC geographic area. The
numbers are impressive: 132,228
observations, 4,460 species and
4,366 observers. The club’s 56
members contributed 30 % of the
observations yet make up only
1.2 % of the people who submit
observations for our GFNC region.

Some high-volume iNaturalist
users from Melbourne contribute
significantly, and many interstate
and international visitors also
record observations while
exploring Geelong and the Surf
Coast.

New species are still being
recorded

| was interested in seeing whether
we had found all that we can find
for our region. | looked at how
many new species were identified
and added to iNaturalist each
quarter. | expected the number to
drop off gradually over time as we
approached a ceiling of the actual
number of species that exist.
Surprise, surprise, we are not
there yet!

Figure 1 shows the number of
newly recorded species in the
Collection each quarter from Q1
2020 onward.
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There is a yearly cycle, with fewer
new species found in the cooler
months than in the warmer
months. However, variability
parameters, such as rolling
means analysis, show that finding
new species in our region is not
yet tapering off. Thatis good news
for observers who want to be able
to discover special species not as
yet seen in our region.
Opportunities still exist to be
surprised when venturing out
looking for invertebrates.

While the continuing discovery of
new species is encouraging, it
also reminds us how much
remains unknown about local
invertebrates, including which
species may already be under
threat.

Why threatened invertebrates
matter

Such observations are not only
interesting records of local
biodiversity; they also help draw
attention to species and habitats
that may be under pressure.

We hear and read a lot about
species being vulnerable and
under threat of extinction due to
loss of habitat and other factors.
Most of the species we know that
are at risk are mammals, birds
and reptiles. Many of these
animals are dependent on
invertebrates in the food chain for
their existence.

Conservation categories

The International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List of Threatened
Species has evolved to become
the world’s most comprehensive
information source on the global
conservation status of species,

and it has nine categories based
on extinction risk from Not
Evaluated and Data Deficient
through to Vulnerable,
Endangered, Critically
Endangered, Extinct in the Wild
and Extinct.

Within Australia, the EPBC Act
List of Threatened Fauna (EPBC)

and the Victorian Flora and Fauna

Guarantee Act 1988 Threatened
List (FFGA) identify native plants,
animals and ecological
communities that are recognised
as being at risk of extinction, and
records their conservation status.

Species listed in FFGA do not
automatically become listed in
the EPBC and similarly for EPBC
and IUCN. However, all use the
same classification system, and
each has its own assessment
process.

Just as we are still discovering
new invertebrates locally, the
same is likely true worldwide.
Many species lack recorded
sightings and therefore may not
yet be assessed or lack enough
data for conservation rating.
Invertebrates remain full of
‘known unknowns’ and ‘unknown
unknowns’, and it sad that some
species may disappear before we
even know they exist or
understand their role in the wider
ecology.

Observations of threatened invertebrates in our region
The following are notable local observations of listed or regionally at-risk invertebrate species.

Bogong Moth Agrotis infusa

Endangered: [IUCN Red List

Andrea Dennett, Ocean Grove, 15/06/2026

The Bogong Moth is listed as endangered because it plays a critical role in
alpine ecosystems and its population has declined sharply in recent
years. The Australian Conservation Foundation links this decline to severe
droughts in breeding areas, which left larvae without enough host plants

and nutrients to survive into adulthood (ACF).
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Golden Sunmoth Synemon plana
Vulnerable: Aust. EPBC

Marilyn Hewish, Little River, 6/1/2011

The Golden Sunmoth is vulnerable because native grasslands with
wallaby grasses and open tussock spaces have been reduced by urban
expansion, introduced grasses and agricultural practices.

Yellow Sedge-Skipper Hesperilla flavescens
Endangered: Vic. FFGA

John Newman, Angelsea, 15/12/2025

This species occurs in coastal saltmarsh, and its larvae depend on the
host plant Chaffy Saw-sedge. The destruction of habitat where this plant
exists has had a significant impact on butterfly numbers.

Two-spotted Grass-Skipper Pasma tasmanica
Endangered: Vic. FFGA

John Newman, Balliang, 5/3/2024

The Two-spotted Grass-Skipper depends on Weeping Grass as a host
plant in woodland habitats. It is vulnerable because of habitat loss, a
threat likely exacerbated by frequent dry-season fires and controlled

burns.

Jewel Beetle Temognatha sanguinipennis
Endangered: Vic. FFGA

Lozw, Steiglitz/ SheOaks, Jan 2025

Larvae of this wood-boring jewel beetle feed inside Messmate and
Yellow Box eucalypts. Adults emerge during summer to feed on the tree
flowers. This species is considered regionally rare, with loss of habitat
due to agricultural clearing.

Otway Stonefly Eusthenia nothofagi
Vulnerable: IUCN Red List

Scott Rolph, Lorne, March 2022

The Otway Stonefly lives in Mountain Ash wet forest streams and is at
risk from logging. Although once feared extinct after being described in
the 1970s, it remains ecologically important as a water-quality indicator
and food source for fish, frogs and riparian birds.
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Yarra Spiny Crayfish Euastacus yarraensis
Endangered: Vic. FFGA

Indra Bone, Forrest, Jan 2025

This long-lived, slow-growing inland crayfish, which can grow up to 120
mm in length, is restricted to a few waterways in Victoria. It lives in fast,
well-oxygenated rocky streams and is vulnerable to warmer water,
sedimentation, reduced flows, river disturbance and illegal collection.

Otway Bush Yabby Geocharax tasmanicus
Vulnerable: Vic. FFGA

Indra Bone, Otway Forest Park, March 2025

This small, cryptic freshwater crayfish has a very limited range in parts of
Tasmania and The Otways. It prefers cool, moist forest environments,
where it burrows in soft soil near creeks. It is threatened by habitat loss
from logging and declining water quality.

Burrowing Crayfish Engaeus sericatus
Vulnerable: Vic. FFGA

Trevor Pescott, The Otways, Nov 2025

This terrestrial crayfish lives in tunnel systems in peaty, muddy
wetlands, feeding on rotting wood, worms and grubs. Its specialised
habitat, limited range and vulnerability to climate change make it at risk.

Cape Otway Terrestrial Isopod Phreatoicopsis terricola
Vulnerable: Vic. FFGA

Christine Jackson, Cape Otway, Aug 2025

This semi-aquatic species, with Gondwanan origins, burrows in moist
soil and feeds on decaying plants and other invertebrates. It has a very
limited range around Cape Otway.

Acknowledgements

Thanks to all the observers who continue to add their observations to the GFNC Collection. Thanks also to people
who continue to do identifications. We would like to see more members doing this activity. Start with common
species and build your knowledge by using the identification functions within the iNaturalist platform.

Reminder for upcoming events:
e Great Southern BioBlitz: November 27 to 30

Great Southern Bioblitz 2026: City of Greater Geelong (iNaturalist)
e Bugsin My Backyard Week: November 16 to 22

Bug Hunt - Become a bug detective today
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Butterfly observations report

May-August 2026

John Newman

As the rain falls steadily from the However, enough sunny days have Since late May seven species of
grey skies, cold winds whip broken up the winter so far, with adult butterfly were reported
through the trees and indoor temperatures occasionally numbering 38 individual
heaters and fireplaces are working reaching the high teens, records—not bad really when one
hard to keep us allwarm. Itiseasy = somewhat tempering the only anticipates a trickle of
to believe we are in the midst of expected seasonal absence of Cabbage Whites at this time of
our southern Australian winter. butterflies in our region. year.

Butterfly Family Number of records Number of species

of adult butterflies

Swallowtails 0 0

Skippers 0 0

Whites 9 1

Browns 24 4

Blues 5 2

TOTAL 38 7

Most of the species recorded were somewhat expected. For example, Meadow Argus is often the last of the
autumn records and Australian Painted Lady the first spring record.

Meadow Argus, Little River, July 2026 Australian Painted Lady, Brisbane Ranges, August 2026
Photos: John Newman
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It was great to see a few Blues and
two Monarchs found in recent
weeks. The comment of ‘adult
butterfly records’ is important as
this reporting period includes
several records of distinctive
pupae and caterpillars, especially
of the Imperial Jezebel, which
assist ID and are seldom
submitted as local records.

Local winter records point to
recently emerged adults, triggered
by the warmer sunnier days and
are seen as gorgeous colours in
crisp wing conditions with no wear
or damage. Several records of the
Cabbage Whites last week
indicate mating already. When
one considers the lifespan of adult
butterflies can be measured in
days to weeks, and given how cold
it has become again, it is possible
that some of these adults will die
before they get a chance to mate,
and if female, lay eggs for the next
generation.

The Cabbage White Pieris rapae
is the best known of the Whites,
often touted as a pestin our
vegetable gardens. Originally a
Northern Hemisphere butterfly, it
was first reported in Australia from
Melbourne in 1929. By about 1937
it had become widespread around
Melbourne and quickly spread
across much of non-tropical
Australia, likely facilitated by the
war effort. The cultivation of
cabbages, cauliflowers and other
cruciferous vegetables and
subsequent transportation surely
contained the early stages of the
butterfly. The larvae adapted well
to the extensive broad-acre
cultivation of Canola Brassica
napus in agricultural areas.

The entire life history of the
Cabbage White is poisonous to

varying degrees. The larval
hostplants all contain mustard
glycosides which the larva is able
to assimilate and convert to
mustard oils (isothiocyanate
irritant poisons) to be retained in
its body as a protection against
predation. These poisons can be
passed on to the pupa and the
adult butterfly. The poisons are
also probably passed onto the
eggs by the female adult butterfly
to complete the cycle. These
poisons are usually in sufficient
concentrations to only sicken the
vertebrate predators or at least
taste unpalatable, so that the
predators can learn from the
mistake and pass on the
experience. They are not meant to
cause death as this would likely
result in larger numbers of the
insect being killed. (Data Sheet:
Cabbage White, South Australian
Butterflies and Moths)

The Cabbage White is seenin all
months of the year in the Geelong
region, often being the only
species seen during July. Itis
commonly seen over cultivated
lands where crops are used as
larval host plants and also
observed in any weedy
environment. At times we see
clouds of these butterflies
numbering thousands flying over
the crops.

There are many more Cabbage
Whites seen than records suggest
as many naturalists do not report
them. It is commonly, but
erroneously, called the Cabbage
Moth. There are several species of
the Hellula genus that are small
true moths which, like Cabbage
White, are an introduced pest
with a destructive liking for
cruciferous crops.

The Yellow Admiral Vanessa itea
is Australia's representative of the
nettle-feeding ‘Red Admiral’ group
of butterflies that occurs in the
Northern Hemisphere. New
Zealand also has an endemic
representative, the New Zealand
Red Admiral Vanessa gonerilla. In
New Zealand it is known that

V. itea will hybidise with

V. gonerilla to produce fertile
young that are capable of back-
crossing with the parent species.

This butterfly is a strong migrant
and disperses itself throughout
the temperate areas of Australia,
tracking down its nettle
hostplants. It is mostly confined to
Australia but has managed to
disperse itself on prevailing
westerly winds to islands east of
Australia including New

Zealand from where in fact
European naturalists first
documented this butterfly. (Data
Sheet: Australian Admiral, South
Australian Butterflies and Moths)

The Yellow Admiral has an
interesting habit of resting head
downwards with wings open or
closed, on vertical walls of
buildings, fences, tree trunks,
rock faces etc. It will also slowly
open and close its wings in this
position indicating it is aware of
your presence. The butterfly has a
rapid, darting flight and is easily
startled from its resting position.
Males will use this position to
investigate anything flying in the
near vicinity, dashing off to
intercept the intruder, but usually
losing interest quickly if itis not a
female Admiral, to return to the
same or nearby position. Males
often hilltop, particularly late in
the afternoon to await newly
emerged females. Butterflies are
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also attracted to sap flows from
certain trees.

The single Long-tailed Pea-blue
Lampides boeticus record this
quarter was unexpected. A widely
distributed butterfly that occurs
through much of the world, itisin
fact only missing from North
America and South America. It
was one of the first butterflies to
be caught in Australia by the early
European explorers.

The larval foodplants are native
and introduced legumes of the
Fabaceae family. Long-tailed
Pea-blues fly rapidly but they are
often seen feeding from flowers of
the foodplant or from other nearby
flowering plants. The males will
occasionally hilltop, while the
females usually remain near the
foodplant. Males are also
sometimes seen to slowly flutter
beneath the foodplant looking for
newly emerged females with
which to mate.

Males have unusual long, hair-like
wing scales on the upper sides of
the wings. These comprise both
androconia (specialised wing
scales on the upper sides of the
wings used for courtship), and
long white ribbon scales, the
combination of which impart a
shaggy appearance to the wing.
Settled butterflies rest with wings
closed or partially open and move
their hindwings up and down in a

scissor like fashion. This is done
as an aid against bird predation.
The long tails and black spots in
the hindwing imitate the eyes and
antennae of the butterfly's head,
while the movement attracts the
bird's attention to the expendable
rear end of the butterfly's wings,
rather than to the life-threatening,
real head-part at the other end of
the butterfly. Worn butterflies of
this species and many other
Lycaenids (Blues and Coppers)
with black hindwing tornal spots
often have peck marks out of their
hindwings from predation
attempts. (Data Sheet:
Long-tailed Pea-blue, South
Australian Butterflies and Moths)

Due to the sometimes-short
periods of rain and foodplant
blooming in the arid inland areas,
the larval stage duration of the
butterfly is often very rapid and
incomplete, producing butterflies
of variable size.

As spring approaches, each week
should bring more butterflies and
a greater variety of species. The
spring butterfly report will be
bursting with records of many
species. If you have been
watching some of those Imperial
Jezebel pupal ‘nests’ all together
in their silken webs it will be very
exciting to watch the adults
emerge in the weeks ahead.

Imperial Jezebel pupal ‘nest’, Brisbane
Ranges, 16/08/26
Photo: Bernie Lingham
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